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Secretary: Mary Redfern
Tel: 012 4602066 (during office hours)
Fax: 086 6484794
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PO Box 95474
0145 Waterkloof

E-mail:
rasa@iafrica.com
www.flf-rasa.co.za

O B J E C T S
To provide or facilitate residential
accommodation for  persons over
the age of 60, in particular for those
former residents of Rhodesia/
Zimbabwe who have settled in the
RSA.

To give help in particular to the
aged and the disabled.

To preserve the history and herit-
age of Rhodesia.

MEMBERSHIP

Rhodesians and South Africans
over the age of 18 who subscribe to
the objects of the Foundation.

Single: R80,00 - Couple: R100,00
1 April 2021 to 31 March 2022.

KNOW OUR HERITAGE

(

From the Word

(Continued on page 8)

Sable antelope at a waterhole. Portion of a painting by Rhodesian wildlife artist
Craig Bone, from his book African Seasons - Wildlife at the Waterhole.
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And do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind,
that you may prove what is that good and

acceptable and perfect will of God.
Romans 12:2 (NKJV)

Hwange (Wankie) National Park

Many readers will at some time in their life have visited Hwange National Park
(or Wankie Game Reserve), a part of our Rhodesian heritage.

Situated in the northwest of Zimbabwe, just south of the Victoria Falls, is the
country’s largest national park. Founded in 1928, the park was historically a
hunting ground for early settlers. It covers almost 15 000 square km, about the

MISUNDERSTANDING
If English is your first or home

language, bear in mind that those for
whom English is not their first language
may sometimes misunderstand what you
intended.

Sally was driving home from one of her
business trips in Northern Arizona when
she saw an elderly Navajo woman walking
on the side of the road.

As the trip was a long and quiet one,
she stopped the car and asked the Navajo
woman if she would like a ride.

With a silent nod of thanks, the woman
got into the car.

Resuming the journey, Sally tried in
vain to make a bit of small talk with the
Navajo woman.  The old woman just sat
silently, looking intently at everything she
saw, studying every little detail, until she
noticed a brown bag on the seat next to
Sally.

“What in bag?” asked the old woman.
Sally looked down at the brown bag

and said, “It’s a bottle of wine.  I got it for
my husband.”

The Navajo woman was silent for
another moment or two.

Then speaking with the quiet wisdom
of an elder, she said:

“Good trade .....”
This story might spring to mind the

next time you find you have been
misunderstood.
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SPEROS '
SENTIMENTS

We held our
AGM by Zoom on
31 July; not as
many members
connected as last
year, and we
barely achieved a
quorum. Attending
were members

from the USA (Chris Whitehead)
Canada (Gill Goodwin) and the UK
(John “Aussie” Austin), among others.
The existing six committee members
were elected en-bloc.

Although we have come out of a
stricter lockdown, my feeling is that
“caution is the better part of valour.”
This year we have only had two
committee meetings, one of which was
virtual. The ‘B team’ that used to fold
and envelope the Msasa Mail
newsletter, produced by John Redfern,
no longer meets and Mary must manage
this on her own. Trips to Stilfontein by
John and Lawrie Marshall, the branch
vice-chairman, have been curtailed and
management is done by telephone and
internet. Fortunately, problems have
been fewer and Skattie Fourie, the
caretaker, is slowly adapting to the job
and the tenants, even though he is not
fully computer literate.

Lawrie Marshall is in the process of
taking over the control of Stilfontein

(Continued from page 7)

Would you like to know what your
pension should be in Zim dollars?

John inquired and, to his pleasant
surprise, within a month he received a
response.

Write to:
The Pensions Master
Email: lazarusname@gmail.com

The information to give:
I am a Zimbabwe Government
pensioner living in South Africa.
Please let me know the current
amount due to me monthly in
Zimbabwe currency.
Yours sincerely,
Full Name
Pension No. or Nos.:
Person ID No. (if you have it.)

UNIDENTIFIED DEPOSIT
Date:         Description:    Amount:

12 May 21 - Subs/donation - R500.00

If you recognise this as being your
deposit, please contact Mary on 012
460 2066 or email rasa@iafrica.com

If you are eligible for a Disability
Pension you can add:
Upon retirement in ......., (year) I was
awarded a .....% disability pension
that was paid to me initially via Social
Welfare.
Please let me know what portion of
my pension is disability, and the
current ZWL value.

Editor’s comment: When disability
pensions were transferred to the Pensions
Office, the employment pension and
disability pension were shown separately.
However, after reinstatement of pensions
from 2012, the disability pension has
been included with the employment
pension.

Elands River Memorial
Terry Leaver and Bruce Harrison

laid wreaths on behalf of the Flame
Lily Foundation, in memory of
Rhodesians who lost their lives during
the Anglo-Boer War of 1899-1902,
and more specifically at Elands River.
This was a British supply depot
between Mafeking and Rustenburg,
manned by Rhodesians and
Australians, that came under siege
by a Boer force led by no fewer than
three combat generals.

Despite incredible bombardment
and a siege lasting 12 days, the
garrison refused to surrender.

ZIMBABWE GOVERNMENT PENSIONSfrom  John  Redfern  and  more 
responsibilities of his must follow. The 
house at 30 Godwin, which is located 
apart from the main cluster of our other 
four Stilfontein properties, has been sold.

  One of our long-standing tenants, Pat 
Dobson,  passed  away  in  early  June. 
One  of  our  other  tenants  has  been 
relocated to her flat. The vacated flat 
will become available after renovation.

  Mary has her hands full attending to 
queries  on  Pension  payments,  which 
arrive erratically from Zimbabwe, and 
keeping  our  records  up  to  date.  The 
pensions office there is under-manned 
due to the pandemic and, I suspect, the 
lack of foreign exchange.

  Most of our Reference Library has 
been sent to Cape Town for safe keeping 
at Livingstone House, the home of the 
Cape Peninsular Branch, which is under 
the chairmanship of Peter Hammond.

Speros Blismas (AKA Spyro)
Chairman
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MARY’S MEANDER

Apart from a
monthly trip to
the hospital for
medication and
the occasional
visit to the local
supermarket, we
are still isolating.
As mentioned in

Spero’s Sentiments,  “Caution is the
better part of valour”. We do miss the
personal interaction and fellowship when
we got together at committee meetings
and the folding of newsletters.

We were very sad to hear of the
passing of Jean Pretorius. She and
Johnny were part of our B-team for
many years and they did wonderful
charity work for the Lions.

Because our membership is so widely
spread, the age of our members and
difficulty in traveling, the only time
members have gathered together was
the Annual General Meeting, but even
that has had to be curtailed and conducted
by Zoom.

Our Branch AGM went off without a
hitch once we reached our quorum. I
would like to say a special thank-you to
Mike Tait and his team who, a few years
ago when our treasurer suddenly
resigned, very kindly took over the task
of preparing our monthly financial
statements. Thanks to Mike we could

display our financial state on the screen.
During our AGM, attended by Chris
Whitehead, he warned us not to be
taken in by a fake website masquerading
as the  Government of  Rhodesia.

Messages from Zimbabwe authorities
regarding pensions and Certificate of
Life renewals are most confusing. John
has written to the Pensions Master; a
copy of the letter can be found on page
7. We are still waiting for a response.
Hopefully we will have answers before
publishing the next Msasa Mail. As mail
is slow, please feel free to send me an
email for the latest update. Unfortunately,
many of our  pensioners are not members
of the Flame Lily Foundation and don’t
get the Msasa Mail. However, I try to
give the latest information to those with
current email addresses. Once you
receive the updated information, please
let your  friends know. Last time
Certificates of Life were required, the
Pensions Office only notified a handful
of pensioners.

Also under pensions you will find whom
to contact in order to establish what your
pension entitlement is in Zim currency.

Please take care of yourselves. The
Covid pandemic is likely to be with us
well into 2022.

May God bless you.
Best wishes,

Mary

“Keeping the Flame alive”

time that day!
The most remarkable physical features

of the park are the shallow pans and
natural salt licks (sodium and lime) that
attract game animals from the adjoining
Kalahari wilderness. The pans comprise
one of the natural wonders of southern
Arica. Most of them are 20 to 30 meters
in diameter. They reach a depth of up to
1 meter of water after the rains. Strangely
the pans have been created by termites
who build termite heaps (ant hills) which
bring salts such as lime to the surface.
The salts attract wild animals, especially
elephants, who have a particular craving
for it. Eating the ant heaps to obtain the
salts, the wild animals form hollows in
the ground that collects rainwater. The
hollows are constantly expanding as
animals eat the lime-flavoured soil, drink
the water, and carry the mud away on
their hides.

The largest pans have formed in the
areas of richest lime deposit near Main
Camp, Kennedy, Ngwashli and Ngamo.
The lime-flavoured water attracts heavy
concentrations of wildlife. Observation
platforms built at some pans (such as
Nyamandlovu and Guvulala) allow
visitors the pleasure of watching an
endless procession of animals coming to
drink, bath, and ambush one another in
fights for survival.

The best time to visit the Park is
before the annual rains set-in, as most of
the big game animals then migrate south-
west, which is inaccessible to tourists,
until the dry season returns.

Elephants and buffalo are particularly
numerous in the park. Tremendous herds
of animals may be seen especially at the
pans during their habitual drinking time
between 16:00 and 21:00. Eland also
drink at this time.

But zebra, giraffe and sable drink
from 16:00 to 19:00; while wildebeest
drink at night and in the morning. Roan,
sable, buffalo and kudu frequent the
pans during the daytime; and
carnivoresuch as lion, leopard and
cheetah drink in the early morning.

The population of game animals,
protected and supplied with reliable,
permanent water sources such as
boreholes augmenting the natural supply
in some of the pans, has increased widely.
As could be expected from a park of this
size, the variety of wildlife species is
astounding. Over 100 species of
mammals reside here, with almost 400
species of birds. Perhaps most exciting
is the estimated 40,000-strong population
of elephants, whose presence is world-
renowned.

The camps are Main, Nantwich,
Robins and Sinamatella. There are also
several privately-owned bush camps.
Sources:
https://hideawaysafrica.com/hunting-
ground-national-park-story-
zimbabwes-hwange-national-park/
https://africanbushcamps.com/
destinations/zimbabwe/hwange-
national-park/
https://legendsandlegaciesofafrica.org/
teddavison.php
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MEMBERS’ NEWS eccentric gentleman by the name of
H.G.  Robins, an Irishman, who had
owned Toms Farms since 1914 (Big
Toms and Little Toms - named after
two small tributaries of the Deka river
and in turn named after Tom Sadler, a
friend of Selous who used to hunt in the
area around 1875 - today Robins Camp
is a National Parks Rest Camp and Big
Toms and Little Toms are marked by
two viewing platforms that become
synonymous with the reserve).  Robins
was a cantankerous old devil who
reputedly wore a knitted gnome-like
cap and a pyjama jacket to receive
visitors and gave Ted plenty of grief in
the early years.

By the time the game reserve was
declared in 1928 there were no rhino
left in the area and it was again up to
Ted Davison to capture and re-introduce
this species back into Wankie.  Initially,
only black rhino were relocated as no
white rhino remained in the country and
when some of these became available
from the Umfolozi Game Reserve in
South Africa it was decided that they
should be sent to Matopos and Kyle as
the threat from lions as they were to be
only three -quarter grown animals.  Both
species had occurred in the region as
early records testified.  In 1961, with
the flooding of the Zambezi Valley with
the rise of the newly formed Lake
Kariba, a number of rhino had been
marooned on islands.  After an
unsuccessful first attempt to dart a
rhino, in an operation which saw Ted

receive six stitches (using fishing line)
after impaling himself on a branch that
he had been standing on whilst keeping
out of the way of an enraged rhino about
to be darted.  Almost fifty black rhino
were finally relocated from that
operation, and from the shores of the
lake near the Sengwa River, to the
northern sector of the Park.

Wankie Game Reserve

The original Wankie Game Reserve,
as it was first called, was proclaimed a
national park on 27 January 1950. From
that time on it was developed as a major
conservation and tourist asset. Tourists
had been visiting the reserve well before
then, although only open from June
through to the end of November. Game
was not easy to find in those early years
but visitor numbers were close to 3,000
per year prior to becoming a
nationalpPark but increased to over
25,000 by 1965, 15 years later.  The first
rest camps had been built in 1933, starting
with pole- and-dagga huts and
progressing to prefabricated wooden huts
and later to brick under thatch. But only
at this time did tourist development really
get underway.

Ted Davison proudly noted the first
African tourist to visit the Park was in
June 1958 - a man and his wife.  He
records that they did not enjoy their visit
as they had been terrified when, at the
end of the day, when they should have
been exiting the Park, they were held up
by a herd of elephant - not for the first

MAILBOX

Reminders of
Rhodesia

When I left
Rhodesia as an O
Level pupil in 1964;
my late dad was

presented with beautiful painting by Joan
Evans as a farewell gift by the staff of
Dunlop Rhodesia Bulawayo. It depicts a
view into the Pungwe Valley; an area
that we really enjoyed visiting. A beautiful
reminder of the old Rhodesia we so
loved. Roy & Terry BRAMMAGE

Rhodesia was Superior

Last week was the anniversary 72
years when Rhodesia beat the All Blacks
in 1949 in which my husband Joe played.
Rhodesia is the only non-test country in
the world that the All Blacks have lost a
series to. Rhodesia won in Bulawayo
and drew in Salisbury. They played on
the old Show Grounds!  Carol Pretorius.

The scoreboard says it all.

NEW MEMBERS
Since the previous Msasa Mail we

welcome three subscribers
KARASAVA, John and Rea, Bulawayo

MARTIN, Hilary, Howick

CONDOLENCES
BEAUMONT,  Frank (95) passed away

on 1 August 2021, at Hillcrest Private
Hospital, KZN, from organ failure,
following a series of heart attacks that
occurred during the month leading up
to his passing. He is survived by his son,
Bernard, three granschildren and seven
great-grandchildren.

CUTHBERT, Jean passed away 24 July
2021 in Pietermaritzberg at the age of
92. A loving mother granny and great
granny who will be sadly missed by her
four children and all their families.
[Submitted by Jane Smith.]

DONALD, Moreen aged 98 died in Binga,
Zimbabwe, on 8 July 2021. Long time
resident Garden Park, Bulawayo.
Daughter Gail at Binga can be reached
at +263 78 216 6610. [Submitted by
Brien Rooken-Smith.]

GIBBINGS, Mignonne Violet died
peacefully in Port Elizabeth, South
Africa, aged 93 years, on 21 November
2020. Not Covid. She spent most of her
life in Harare (Ruwa, near Harare) and
the last 30 years in Port Elizabeth.
[Sent in by her daughter Gail Smith.]

GREGORY, Edward Howard  (Gus)
died peacefully at his home in Great
Brak River on 29 June 2021.Gus would
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KNOW OUR HERITAGE
Continued from page 1

size of Belgium. It’s a flat and sandy
landscape that is hilly and stony in the
north.

Founder and history

In 1928 the Rhodesian government,
spurred by the enthusiasm of members
of the Legislative Assembly such as
Major W Boggie, declared the park as
a reserve. It was the last retreat of big
game animals left in Southern Rhodesia
that were not under pressure from
humans.

In September 1928, Ted Davison a
22-year-old official employed at the
time for Tsetse Fly control was offered
the appointment as First Warden. He
accepted readily. In the 33 years he
remained in charge of the reserve, Ted
Davison developed it to its full grandeur
as a great national park.

Ted Davison was born 3 April 1906 in
Hartley, Southern Rhodesia.  His mother
died when he was 15 yrs old and his
family (including sister Jennie) moved to
the UK where Ted finished his schooling.
As soon as he had left school and had
scraped together the money to return to
Africa, he sailed to Cape Town and
travelled on to Salisbury by train.

He spent a year as an apprentice
taxidermist, two years as a farm assistant
in Sinoia, before taking a government job
on tsetse fly control in Doma (north-
eastern Rhodesia) until he was offered
the position of Game Warden of the
fledgling Wankie Game Reserve.

Whilst by no means a novice in the
bush he had never seen a giraffe before,
knew little of elephants and lion, had
virtually no maps of the area, no staff, no
housing and no means of transport.  His
first budget for operations was £ 500 to
meet all needs.  In his early years, having
secured a horse and a couple of mules,
and having learnt to ride on the job, he set
about exploring and mapping the new
reserve and getting familiar with the terrain
and its wildlife.

The only people living within the new
reserve were some nomadic San
Bushmen families who moved between
the area and Botswana to the south, and
two occupied farms. These farms were
later swopped for equitable properties
elsewhere and vacated.  In the north, a
number of farms which bordered the
reserve were later acquired on a similar
basis, one of which was owned by a very

have been 92 this year. He was a
Police Reservist #7791 for many years
in Rhodesia while carrying on as a
Electrical Engineer. He was a long
time member of the Institute of
Electrical Engineers. Sadly missed by
wife Gay and children Howard, David,
and Louise. [Submitted by Gay
Gregory.]

HENNING, Pieter E. passed away on 8
August 2021 after contracting Covid-
19, whilst staying in Gonubie. [Provided
by Skatie Fourie.]

HERBST,  Peet passed away  in
Waterfall Hospital Midrand,
Johannesburg, on 10 July 2021 from
pneumonia complications after
contracting Covid. Peet worked on
the Rhodesian Railways Bulawayo
and ZISCO Steel Redcliff before
emigrating to SA. Married Glynnis
Paxton from Bulawayo in 1979. Moved
to SA in 1984 and worked at Mittal
Steel and then Sasol One in Sasolburg
for 20 years when he  retired. He and
Glynnis moved to MOTH Cottages in
June 2018 where they were very happy
to be. Peet is survived by his wife
Glynnis, son Heath, daughter in law
Mariette, daughter Chantelle and he
will be dearly missed by all his family
and friends. [Submitted by Glynnis
Herbst]

PRETORIUS Jean (4/7/1940 - 23/6/
2021), daughter, sister, wife, mother,
grandmother, great grandmother and
a friend, Jean dedicated her life to her
family, friends and to all those she
helped in service. Jean was loved by

so many and her passing has left a
huge hole in all the lives she touched
everyday. After a short illness with
cancer, she is now at peace. Jean will
be forever loved and missed by her
husband - Johnny, her children and
grandchildren. {Submitted by Johnny
Pretorius.]

RADEMEYER, Eddie passed away 23
June 2021 in the Strand.  He was a
former maths and science teacher at
Northlea High School.  He moved to
Louis Trichardt with his wife Elma
and in 2014 they relocated to the Strand.
Eddie had a passion for music and
singing as well as writing poetry in his
spare time.  The last 15 months of his
life he was bedridden.  He would have
turned 92 in August of this year.
MHSRIP. [Submitted by VR
Potgieter.]

WILLARD, Brian Richard (24 May
1938 - 19 June 2021) was married to
Joan for 61 years. After marrying
Joan they moved to Devuli Ranch
near Birchenough Bridge and later to
Juliasdale to the Forestry Department.
An opportunity presented itself and
they purchased the garage at Inyanga.
He later branched out buying a farm
11km beyond Troutbeck, which he
developed from scratch to grow seed
potatoes and apples. In about 2007
they retired to Deneysville in the
Freestate. Brian and Joan were proud
parents of the late Gavin who was
married to Glenda & Sally-Jo, and
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Karen who is married to Gordy
Jamieson. Brian will be sorely missed
by his family and many friends. RIP.
[Submitted by Ed Stephens.]

WILLMOT, Michael passed away on
2nd June 2021 in Fish Hoek.. He
never married. He was employed by
different government ministries both
pre- and post-UDI. He was appointed
Senior Trade Commissioner for
Rhodesia in South Africa (based in
Johammesburg) from 1970-1973 and
then back to the post of Under
Secretary (Import Control) in
Salisbury. He then returned to SA
employed by Leo Raphaely and sons.
He worked for Macro and retired to
Cape Town where he was happy for
many years. [Sent in by Kate Barker.]

IN MEMORIAM

GARBETT, Joan Margaret Mary
Philomena, 1909-1997. ‘Walter Robin’
to a generation of Rhodesians as the
Children’s Mail columnist on two of our
former country’s newspapers.
Remembered by her son Philip Anthony
and two grandchildren, all living in South

Africa. R.I.P., A.M.D.G.
STAUNTON, Ashley passed away

in Harere from Covid.  Ashley was born
on The Grove Farm in Enterprise in 1917
and lived there until he was forced to
move when his farm was acquired by
the Government in 2001. He would have
been 104 in August. He is survived by
his son Lance, in UK, and daughter,

Issy, in Harare.

ZIMBABWE GOVERNMENT PENSIONS
The following is copied from a letter sent to the Pensions Master in Harare on

6 August 2021:

ZIMBABWE GOVERNMENT PENSIONERS IN SOUTH AFRICA

The Flame Lily Foundation has assisted several hundred Zimbabwe Government
Pensioners in South Africa since 2012 to have their pensions reinstated, at the request
of the late Mr Sylvester Mnkandla. Consequently, we remain in contact with many of them.

Mr Henry Pasvani of the Zimbabwe Consulate-General in Johannesburg has told me
that all Zimbabwe Government pensioners living in South Africa are required to renew
their Certificate of Life at either the Consulate-General in Johannesburg or Consulate
in Cape Town. He has asked the Flame Lily Foundation to assist by conveying this
information to those pensioners on our database.

Before doing so, please kindly provide answers to the following:
1. Does this include pensioners who have recently completed a Certificate of Life for
reinstatement of their pension, or a widow’s pension, and have yet to receive their first
payment?
2. Could an alternative arrangement please be made for pensioners who live a long
distance from either of the Consulates, bearing in mind that a number of pensioners are
unable to travel due to poor health and disabilities, and the prohibitive cost of a return
journey to either Johannesburg or Cape Town? This would in some cases exceed the
amount of their annual pension.
3. Could this exercise please be suspended for pensioners in South Africa along with
the Public Service Commission (PSC) decision to suspend the pensioners’ biometric
registration process in response to rising corona virus infections and the suspension of
non-essential travel?
4. Could the service fee of R200.00 please be waived? No payment is required for this
exercise in respect of pensioners in Zimbabwe, who are simply requested to present a bank
statement or payslip to prove that they are Government Pensioners.

A suggested alternative could be for a Standard Bank manager who is a qualified
Commissioner of Oaths to witness signing of the Certificate of Life by the pensioner. The
bank could then send the Certificate of Life by courier, together with a current copy of
the pensioner’s bank statement, to the Consulate-General in Johannesburg, where it can
be processed and sent to Harare.

Yours sincerely,
etc.

By the time this newsletter reaches subscribers I hope to have received answers
to these questions. Please contact Mary Redfern by email rasa@iafrica.com for
an update, if required.

(Continued on page 11)

THIS N THAT

Mater Dei Hospital

Please take this message seriously
from one of the Mater Dei Board
members, Gavin Stephens.

"It is some time since I briefed you on
the Mater Dei and the Covid crises.

As you know the isolation unit has
been operating for a year, and has
received positive reports.

Changes in treatment have proved
successful but I implore you to seek
hospital treatment early and to not leave
it too late. This is the biggest issue when
managing cases in the ICU.

Six weeks ago there were no Covid
patients - then the third wave started.
Slow at first but climbing rapidly. The
isolation unit was full two weeks ago so
the emergency plans set out a year ago
have kicked in. The hospital now has 58
beds for Covid patients but that is almost
full.

We can install a further 15 beds in a
converted area but do not have the beds.
It will be a makeshift emergency facility
for less serious cases but the alternative
is to turn patients away.

Oxygen supplies have managed but
are under pressure. The positive response
to the appeal for cylinders last year has
been hugely important.

Bulawayo is in a serious Covid crisis
and it has not peaked."

Source: Bulawayo Morning Mirror 938,
5 Auggust 2021
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exercise in respect of pensioners in Zimbabwe, who are simply requested to present a bank
statement or payslip to prove that they are Government Pensioners.

A suggested alternative could be for a Standard Bank manager who is a qualified
Commissioner of Oaths to witness signing of the Certificate of Life by the pensioner. The
bank could then send the Certificate of Life by courier, together with a current copy of
the pensioner’s bank statement, to the Consulate-General in Johannesburg, where it can
be processed and sent to Harare.

Yours sincerely,
etc.

By the time this newsletter reaches subscribers I hope to have received answers
to these questions. Please contact Mary Redfern by email rasa@iafrica.com for
an update, if required.

(Continued on page 11)

THIS N THAT

Mater Dei Hospital

Please take this message seriously
from one of the Mater Dei Board
members, Gavin Stephens.

"It is some time since I briefed you on
the Mater Dei and the Covid crises.

As you know the isolation unit has
been operating for a year, and has
received positive reports.

Changes in treatment have proved
successful but I implore you to seek
hospital treatment early and to not leave
it too late. This is the biggest issue when
managing cases in the ICU.

Six weeks ago there were no Covid
patients - then the third wave started.
Slow at first but climbing rapidly. The
isolation unit was full two weeks ago so
the emergency plans set out a year ago
have kicked in. The hospital now has 58
beds for Covid patients but that is almost
full.

We can install a further 15 beds in a
converted area but do not have the beds.
It will be a makeshift emergency facility
for less serious cases but the alternative
is to turn patients away.

Oxygen supplies have managed but
are under pressure. The positive response
to the appeal for cylinders last year has
been hugely important.

Bulawayo is in a serious Covid crisis
and it has not peaked."

Source: Bulawayo Morning Mirror 938,
5 Auggust 2021
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KNOW OUR HERITAGE
Continued from page 1

size of Belgium. It’s a flat and sandy
landscape that is hilly and stony in the
north.

Founder and history

In 1928 the Rhodesian government,
spurred by the enthusiasm of members
of the Legislative Assembly such as
Major W Boggie, declared the park as
a reserve. It was the last retreat of big
game animals left in Southern Rhodesia
that were not under pressure from
humans.

In September 1928, Ted Davison a
22-year-old official employed at the
time for Tsetse Fly control was offered
the appointment as First Warden. He
accepted readily. In the 33 years he
remained in charge of the reserve, Ted
Davison developed it to its full grandeur
as a great national park.

Ted Davison was born 3 April 1906 in
Hartley, Southern Rhodesia.  His mother
died when he was 15 yrs old and his
family (including sister Jennie) moved to
the UK where Ted finished his schooling.
As soon as he had left school and had
scraped together the money to return to
Africa, he sailed to Cape Town and
travelled on to Salisbury by train.

He spent a year as an apprentice
taxidermist, two years as a farm assistant
in Sinoia, before taking a government job
on tsetse fly control in Doma (north-
eastern Rhodesia) until he was offered
the position of Game Warden of the
fledgling Wankie Game Reserve.

Whilst by no means a novice in the
bush he had never seen a giraffe before,
knew little of elephants and lion, had
virtually no maps of the area, no staff, no
housing and no means of transport.  His
first budget for operations was £ 500 to
meet all needs.  In his early years, having
secured a horse and a couple of mules,
and having learnt to ride on the job, he set
about exploring and mapping the new
reserve and getting familiar with the terrain
and its wildlife.

The only people living within the new
reserve were some nomadic San
Bushmen families who moved between
the area and Botswana to the south, and
two occupied farms. These farms were
later swopped for equitable properties
elsewhere and vacated.  In the north, a
number of farms which bordered the
reserve were later acquired on a similar
basis, one of which was owned by a very

have been 92 this year. He was a
Police Reservist #7791 for many years
in Rhodesia while carrying on as a
Electrical Engineer. He was a long
time member of the Institute of
Electrical Engineers. Sadly missed by
wife Gay and children Howard, David,
and Louise. [Submitted by Gay
Gregory.]

HENNING, Pieter E. passed away on 8
August 2021 after contracting Covid-
19, whilst staying in Gonubie. [Provided
by Skatie Fourie.]

HERBST,  Peet passed away  in
Waterfall Hospital Midrand,
Johannesburg, on 10 July 2021 from
pneumonia complications after
contracting Covid. Peet worked on
the Rhodesian Railways Bulawayo
and ZISCO Steel Redcliff before
emigrating to SA. Married Glynnis
Paxton from Bulawayo in 1979. Moved
to SA in 1984 and worked at Mittal
Steel and then Sasol One in Sasolburg
for 20 years when he  retired. He and
Glynnis moved to MOTH Cottages in
June 2018 where they were very happy
to be. Peet is survived by his wife
Glynnis, son Heath, daughter in law
Mariette, daughter Chantelle and he
will be dearly missed by all his family
and friends. [Submitted by Glynnis
Herbst]

PRETORIUS Jean (4/7/1940 - 23/6/
2021), daughter, sister, wife, mother,
grandmother, great grandmother and
a friend, Jean dedicated her life to her
family, friends and to all those she
helped in service. Jean was loved by

so many and her passing has left a
huge hole in all the lives she touched
everyday. After a short illness with
cancer, she is now at peace. Jean will
be forever loved and missed by her
husband - Johnny, her children and
grandchildren. {Submitted by Johnny
Pretorius.]

RADEMEYER, Eddie passed away 23
June 2021 in the Strand.  He was a
former maths and science teacher at
Northlea High School.  He moved to
Louis Trichardt with his wife Elma
and in 2014 they relocated to the Strand.
Eddie had a passion for music and
singing as well as writing poetry in his
spare time.  The last 15 months of his
life he was bedridden.  He would have
turned 92 in August of this year.
MHSRIP. [Submitted by VR
Potgieter.]

WILLARD, Brian Richard (24 May
1938 - 19 June 2021) was married to
Joan for 61 years. After marrying
Joan they moved to Devuli Ranch
near Birchenough Bridge and later to
Juliasdale to the Forestry Department.
An opportunity presented itself and
they purchased the garage at Inyanga.
He later branched out buying a farm
11km beyond Troutbeck, which he
developed from scratch to grow seed
potatoes and apples. In about 2007
they retired to Deneysville in the
Freestate. Brian and Joan were proud
parents of the late Gavin who was
married to Glenda & Sally-Jo, and
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MEMBERS’ NEWS eccentric gentleman by the name of
H.G.  Robins, an Irishman, who had
owned Toms Farms since 1914 (Big
Toms and Little Toms - named after
two small tributaries of the Deka river
and in turn named after Tom Sadler, a
friend of Selous who used to hunt in the
area around 1875 - today Robins Camp
is a National Parks Rest Camp and Big
Toms and Little Toms are marked by
two viewing platforms that become
synonymous with the reserve).  Robins
was a cantankerous old devil who
reputedly wore a knitted gnome-like
cap and a pyjama jacket to receive
visitors and gave Ted plenty of grief in
the early years.

By the time the game reserve was
declared in 1928 there were no rhino
left in the area and it was again up to
Ted Davison to capture and re-introduce
this species back into Wankie.  Initially,
only black rhino were relocated as no
white rhino remained in the country and
when some of these became available
from the Umfolozi Game Reserve in
South Africa it was decided that they
should be sent to Matopos and Kyle as
the threat from lions as they were to be
only three -quarter grown animals.  Both
species had occurred in the region as
early records testified.  In 1961, with
the flooding of the Zambezi Valley with
the rise of the newly formed Lake
Kariba, a number of rhino had been
marooned on islands.  After an
unsuccessful first attempt to dart a
rhino, in an operation which saw Ted

receive six stitches (using fishing line)
after impaling himself on a branch that
he had been standing on whilst keeping
out of the way of an enraged rhino about
to be darted.  Almost fifty black rhino
were finally relocated from that
operation, and from the shores of the
lake near the Sengwa River, to the
northern sector of the Park.

Wankie Game Reserve

The original Wankie Game Reserve,
as it was first called, was proclaimed a
national park on 27 January 1950. From
that time on it was developed as a major
conservation and tourist asset. Tourists
had been visiting the reserve well before
then, although only open from June
through to the end of November. Game
was not easy to find in those early years
but visitor numbers were close to 3,000
per year prior to becoming a
nationalpPark but increased to over
25,000 by 1965, 15 years later.  The first
rest camps had been built in 1933, starting
with pole- and-dagga huts and
progressing to prefabricated wooden huts
and later to brick under thatch. But only
at this time did tourist development really
get underway.

Ted Davison proudly noted the first
African tourist to visit the Park was in
June 1958 - a man and his wife.  He
records that they did not enjoy their visit
as they had been terrified when, at the
end of the day, when they should have
been exiting the Park, they were held up
by a herd of elephant - not for the first

MAILBOX

Reminders of
Rhodesia

When I left
Rhodesia as an O
Level pupil in 1964;
my late dad was

presented with beautiful painting by Joan
Evans as a farewell gift by the staff of
Dunlop Rhodesia Bulawayo. It depicts a
view into the Pungwe Valley; an area
that we really enjoyed visiting. A beautiful
reminder of the old Rhodesia we so
loved. Roy & Terry BRAMMAGE

Rhodesia was Superior

Last week was the anniversary 72
years when Rhodesia beat the All Blacks
in 1949 in which my husband Joe played.
Rhodesia is the only non-test country in
the world that the All Blacks have lost a
series to. Rhodesia won in Bulawayo
and drew in Salisbury. They played on
the old Show Grounds!  Carol Pretorius.

The scoreboard says it all.

NEW MEMBERS
Since the previous Msasa Mail we

welcome three subscribers
KARASAVA, John and Rea, Bulawayo

MARTIN, Hilary, Howick

CONDOLENCES
BEAUMONT,  Frank (95) passed away

on 1 August 2021, at Hillcrest Private
Hospital, KZN, from organ failure,
following a series of heart attacks that
occurred during the month leading up
to his passing. He is survived by his son,
Bernie. [Submitted by Bernard
Beaumont.)

CUTHBERT, Jean passed away 24 July
2021 in Pietermaritzberg at the age of
92. A loving mother granny and great
granny who will be sadly missed by her
four children and all their families.
[Submitted by Jane Smith.]

DONALD, Moreen aged 98 died in Binga,
Zimbabwe, on 8 July 2021. Long time
resident Garden Park, Bulawayo.
Daughter Gail at Binga can be reached
at +263 78 216 6610. [Submitted by
Brien Rooken-Smith.]

GIBBINGS, Mignonne Violet died
peacefully in Port Elizabeth, South
Africa, aged 93 years, on 21 November
2020. Not Covid. She spent most of her
life in Harare (Ruwa, near Harare) and
the last 30 years in Port Elizabeth.
[Sent in by her daughter Gail Smith.]

GREGORY, Edward Howard  (Gus)
died peacefully at his home in Great
Brak River on 29 June 2021.Gus would
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MARY’S MEANDER

Apart from a
monthly trip to
the hospital for
medication and
the occasional
visit to the local
supermarket, we
are still isolating.
As mentioned in

Spero’s Sentiments,  “Caution is the
better part of valour”. We do miss the
personal interaction and fellowship when
we got together at committee meetings
and the folding of newsletters.

We were very sad to hear of the
passing of Jean Pretorius. She and
Johnny were part of our B-team for
many years and they did wonderful
charity work for the Lions.

Because our membership is so widely
spread, the age of our members and
difficulty in traveling, the only time
members have gathered together was
the Annual General Meeting, but even
that has had to be curtailed and conducted
by Zoom.

Our Branch AGM went off without a
hitch once we reached our quorum. I
would like to say a special thank-you to
Mike Tait and his team who, a few years
ago when our treasurer suddenly
resigned, very kindly took over the task
of preparing our monthly financial
statements. Thanks to Mike we could

display our financial state on the screen.
During our AGM, attended by Chris
Whitehead, he warned us not to be
taken in by a fake website masquerading
as the  Government of  Rhodesia.

Messages from Zimbabwe authorities
regarding pensions and Certificate of
Life renewals are most confusing. John
has written to the Pensions Master; a
copy of the letter can be found on page
7. We are still waiting for a response.
Hopefully we will have answers before
publishing the next Msasa Mail. As mail
is slow, please feel free to send me an
email for the latest update. Unfortunately,
many of our  pensioners are not members
of the Flame Lily Foundation and don’t
get the Msasa Mail. However, I try to
give the latest information to those with
current email addresses. Once you
receive the updated information, please
let your  friends know. Last time
Certificates of Life were required, the
Pensions Office only notified a handful
of pensioners.

Also under pensions you will find whom
to contact in order to establish what your
pension entitlement is in Zim currency.

Please take care of yourselves. The
Covid pandemic is likely to be with us
well into 2022.

May God bless you.
Best wishes,

Mary

“Keeping the Flame alive”

time that day!
The most remarkable physical features

of the park are the shallow pans and
natural salt licks (sodium and lime) that
attract game animals from the adjoining
Kalahari wilderness. The pans comprise
one of the natural wonders of southern
Arica. Most of them are 20 to 30 meters
in diameter. They reach a depth of up to
1 meter of water after the rains. Strangely
the pans have been created by termites
who build termite heaps (ant hills) which
bring salts such as lime to the surface.
The salts attract wild animals, especially
elephants, who have a particular craving
for it. Eating the ant heaps to obtain the
salts, the wild animals form hollows in
the ground that collects rainwater. The
hollows are constantly expanding as
animals eat the lime-flavoured soil, drink
the water, and carry the mud away on
their hides.

The largest pans have formed in the
areas of richest lime deposit near Main
Camp, Kennedy, Ngwashli and Ngamo.
The lime-flavoured water attracts heavy
concentrations of wildlife. Observation
platforms built at some pans (such as
Nyamandlovu and Guvulala) allow
visitors the pleasure of watching an
endless procession of animals coming to
drink, bath, and ambush one another in
fights for survival.

The best time to visit the Park is
before the annual rains set-in, as most of
the big game animals then migrate south-
west, which is inaccessible to tourists,
until the dry season returns.

Elephants and buffalo are particularly
numerous in the park. Tremendous herds
of animals may be seen especially at the
pans during their habitual drinking time
between 16:00 and 21:00. Eland also
drink at this time.

But zebra, giraffe and sable drink
from 16:00 to 19:00; while wildebeest
drink at night and in the morning. Roan,
sable, buffalo and kudu frequent the
pans during the daytime; and
carnivoresuch as lion, leopard and
cheetah drink in the early morning.

The population of game animals,
protected and supplied with reliable,
permanent water sources such as
boreholes augmenting the natural supply
in some of the pans, has increased widely.
As could be expected from a park of this
size, the variety of wildlife species is
astounding. Over 100 species of
mammals reside here, with almost 400
species of birds. Perhaps most exciting
is the estimated 40,000-strong population
of elephants, whose presence is world-
renowned.

The camps are Main, Nantwich,
Robins and Sinamatella. There are also
several privately-owned bush camps.
Sources:
https://hideawaysafrica.com/hunting-
ground-national-park-story-
zimbabwes-hwange-national-park/
https://africanbushcamps.com/
destinations/zimbabwe/hwange-
national-park/
https://legendsandlegaciesofafrica.org/
teddavison.php
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SPEROS '
SENTIMENTS

We held our
AGM by Zoom on
31 July; not as
many members
connected as last
year, and we
barely achieved a
quorum. Attending
were members

from the USA (Chris Whitehead)
Canada (Gill Goodwin) and the UK
(John “Aussie” Austin), among others.
The existing six committee members
were elected en-bloc.

Although we have come out of a
stricter lockdown, my feeling is that
“caution is the better part of valour.”
This year we have only had two
committee meetings, one of which was
virtual. The ‘B team’ that used to fold
and envelope the Msasa Mail
newsletter, produced by John Redfern,
no longer meets and Mary must manage
this on her own. Trips to Stilfontein by
John and Lawrie Marshall, the branch
vice-chairman, have been curtailed and
management is done by telephone and
internet. Fortunately, problems have
been fewer and Skattie Fourie, the
caretaker, is slowly adapting to the job
and the tenants, even though he is not
fully computer literate.

Lawrie Marshall is in the process of
taking over the control of Stilfontein

from John Redfern and more
responsibilities of his must follow. The
house at 30 Godwin, which is located
apart from the main cluster of our other
four Stilfontein properties, has been sold.

One of our long-standing tenants, Pat
Dobson, passed away in early June.
One of our other tenants has been
relocated to her flat. The vacated flat
will become available after renovation.

Mary has her hands full attending to
queries on Pension payments, which
arrive erratically from Zimbabwe, and
keeping our records up to date. The
pensions office there is under-manned
due to the pandemic and, I suspect, the
lack of foreign exchange.

Most of our Reference Library has
been sent to Cape Town for safe keeping
at Livingstone House, the home of the
Cape Peninsular Branch, which is under
the chairmanship of Peter Hammond.

Speros Blismas (AKA Spyros)
Chairman

(Continued from page 7)

Would you like to know what your
pension should be in Zim dollars?

John inquired and, to his pleasant
surprise, within a month he received a
response.

Write to:
The Pensions Master
Email: lazarusname@gmail.com

The information to give:
I am a Zimbabwe Government
pensioner living in South Africa.
Please let me know the current
amount due to me monthly in
Zimbabwe currency.
Yours sincerely,
Full Name
Pension No. or Nos.:
Person ID No. (if you have it.)

UNIDENTIFIED DEPOSIT
Date:         Description:    Amount:

12 May 21 - Subs/donation - R500.00

If you recognise this as being your
deposit, please contact Mary on 012
460 2066 or email rasa@iafrica.com

If you are eligible for a Disability
Pension you can add:
Upon retirement in ......., (year) I was
awarded a .....% disability pension
that was paid to me initially via Social
Welfare.
Please let me know what portion of
my pension is disability, and the
current ZWL value.

Editor’s comment: When disability
pensions were transferred to the Pensions
Office, the employment pension and
disability pension were shown separately.
However, after reinstatement of pensions
from 2012, the disability pension has
been included with the employment
pension.

Elands River Memorial
Terry Leaver and Bruce Harrison

laid wreaths on behalf of the Flame
Lily Foundation, in memory of
Rhodesians who lost their lives during
the Anglo-Boer War of 1899-1902,
and more specifically at Elands River.
This was a British supply depot
between Mafeking and Rustenburg,
manned by Rhodesians and
Australians, that came under siege
by a Boer force led by no fewer than
three combat generals.

Despite incredible bombardment
and a siege lasting 12 days, the
garrison refused to surrender.

ZIMBABWE GOVERNMENT PENSIONS
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NEWSLETTER
PRETORIA BRANCH

(Incorporating the Rhodesia Association of South Africa)

Flame Lily FoundationMsasa
Mai l Vol 39

No. 4/21

The views expressed in this newsletter are
not necessarily shared by the Editors or the
Management of the Flame Lily Foundation.

Registered in terms of the Nonprofit Organisations Act, 1997: Reg. No.: 001-747 NPO

CONTACT PERSON

Secretary: Mary Redfern
Tel: 012 4602066 (during office hours)
Fax: 086 6484794

Postal address:
PO Box 95474
0145 Waterkloof

E-mail:
rasa@iafrica.com
www.flf-rasa.co.za

O B J E C T S
To provide or facilitate residential
accommodation for  persons over
the age of 60, in particular for those
former residents of Rhodesia/
Zimbabwe who have settled in the
RSA.

To give help in particular to the
aged and the disabled.

To preserve the history and herit-
age of Rhodesia.

MEMBERSHIP

Rhodesians and South Africans
over the age of 18 who subscribe to
the objects of the Foundation.

Single: R80,00 - Couple: R100,00
1 April 2021 to 31 March 2022.

KNOW OUR HERITAGE

(

From the Word

(Continued on page 8)

Sable antelope at a waterhole. Portion of a painting by Rhodesian wildlife artist
Craig Bone, from his book African Seasons - Wildlife at the Waterhole.

H UMO UR

Photo: GetLocal

And do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind,
that you may prove what is that good and

acceptable and perfect will of God.
Romans 12:2 (NKJV)

Hwange (Wankie) National Park

Many readers will at some time in their life have visited Hwange National Park
(or Wankie Game Reserve), a part of our Rhodesian heritage.

Situated in the northwest of Zimbabwe, just south of the Victoria Falls, is the
country’s largest national park. Founded in 1928, the park was historically a
hunting ground for early settlers. It covers almost 15 000 square km, about the

MISUNDERSTANDING
If English is your first or home

language, bear in mind that those for
whom English is not their first language
may sometimes misunderstand what you
intended.

Sally was driving home from one of her
business trips in Northern Arizona when
she saw an elderly Navajo woman walking
on the side of the road.

As the trip was a long and quiet one,
she stopped the car and asked the Navajo
woman if she would like a ride.

With a silent nod of thanks, the woman
got into the car.

Resuming the journey, Sally tried in
vain to make a bit of small talk with the
Navajo woman.  The old woman just sat
silently, looking intently at everything she
saw, studying every little detail, until she
noticed a brown bag on the seat next to
Sally.

“What in bag?” asked the old woman.
Sally looked down at the brown bag

and said, “It’s a bottle of wine.  I got it for
my husband.”

The Navajo woman was silent for
another moment or two.

Then speaking with the quiet wisdom
of an elder, she said:

“Good trade .....”
This story might spring to mind the

next time you find you have been
misunderstood.



Supplement to Msasa Mail 4/21 for Zimbabwe Government Pensioners

According to Mr Pasvani, who deals with Certificate of Life at the Consulate in Johannesburg, the Pensions
Office in Harare is updating all pension records. He has been phoning widows informing them, in order to
receive further pensions, they have to complete a Certificate of Life.
We await confirmation if the renewal of Certificate of Life  applies to all pensioners, but it appears that this is
the case. In 2017 when renewal of Certificate of Life was required, the Pensions Office did not inform
individual pensioners and relied on word of mouth. 

Please email Mary email: rasa@iafrica.com if you have any queries or want an update.
 
To be successfully registered, the Pensioner must come in person and bring the following:

1. An original National Identity Card or a valid passport, as well as a copy of the same.
2. Two current colour passport photographs 35 mm wide by 45 mm high.
3. Provide current pension number/s.
4. Supply current Standard Bank Statement with Bank stamp. (The Bank’s stamp is essential)
5. Supply current contact details (telephone and email) and home address.

A cash payment of R200 will be charged to cover the authentication of documents and operational costs.

Embassy and Consulates will assist Pensioners Monday to Friday from 0830hrs to 1230hrs (excluding
Wednesday in Johannesburg).
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