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Mnangagwa book fetches
R11m on first day

A biography of Zimbabwe president
Emmerson Mnangagwa released on
Thursday sold copies worth US$755,700
(about R11m) on the day of release, the
presidency says. The 130-page new
book, A life of Sacrifice: Emmerson
Mnangagwa, retailing at $15 per copy
was written by former MDC politician,
Eddie Cross, who until last year served
as one of Mnangagwa’s economic
advisers at the Reserve Bank of
Zimbabwe. At the launch, author Cross
sought to prop up the president’s image
before 2023 elections.

Cross added that he met
American officials in a bid to
convince them to give Mnangagwa
a break.  “Do you (Americans)
appreciate two risks which this man
you sanction took in 2018?  One,
giving this country the freest ever
election this country ever had.  Two,
offering himself as a candidate in
that election which he won fair and
square,” he said.

The book seeks to tell the life story of
Mnangagwa, which in most historical
contexts has been riddled with
inaccuracies and disputed historical
narratives.

But some who have gone through the
chapters of the book dismiss it as a
hagiography. The book does not address
key issues such as Gukurahundi - a dark
episode in Zimbabwe’s history that
claimed 20,000 civilian lives.  During the
Gukurahundi era, 1981-1987,
Mnangagwa was state security minister
under the late Robert Mugabe.

Govt not paying civil
servants promised Covid
insurance
New Zimbabwe , 11 August 2021

Harare - The government is not paying
out the promised US$650 Covid-19
insurance cover to civil servants who test
positive to the deadly pandemic, Progressive
Teachers Union of Zimbabwe (PTUZ) has
said. PTUZ president Takavafira Zhou said
figures obtained from its members indicate
that 151 teachers countrywide have
succumbed to the pandemic since March
last year. However, none of the deceased
families received Covid-19 insurance
bereavement benefits promised by the
government amounting to US$650 per
person for those infected and US$1 000 for
the deceased. Thousands of other teachers
have tested Covid-19 positive and some are
currently hospitalised while others are in
self-isolation.

Tycoon may have shifted
assets to Zimbabwe after
U.S. sanctions
Bloomberg, 13 August 2021

Zimbabwe’s government is pressing
ahead with a plan to combine its mining
assets under a massive private-public
enterprise, even as evidence mounts that
the project could be linked to a tycoon
sanctioned by the U.S. and U.K. Weeks
after Kudakwashe Tagwirei was sanctioned
by the U.S., his Mauritius-based Sotic
International Ltd. began planning to shift its
assets to a newly created Zimbabwean

holding company - Ziwa Resources Ltd.  Ziwa
is the only private shareholder in the
partnership, called Kuvimba Mining House
Ltd. In June, Finance Minister Mthuli Ncube
announced that Kuvimba had paid a dividend
of $5.2 million to state agencies, including
one charged with compensating White
farmers for land seized two decades ago.

Forex auctions: Mangudya
NewZWire , 23 August 2021

On Friday, a worked up Finance Minister
John Mangudya faced the one question
that’s become an irritant to him – why are you

persisting with a forex auction system that’s
clearly not working as planned?

Allocations of forex from the weekly
auctions are several weeks behind, creating

a US$150 million backlog, undermining
confidence in the system and opening an
ever widening gap between the official

exchange rate and the black market rate,
which some say is the implied market rate. At
Treasury, both Finance Minister Mthuli

Ncube and permanent secretary George
Guvamatanga believe there isn’t much that’s
wrong with the forex auction system. Both

stress that the black market is insignificant as
it accounts for 10% of all forex trades in the
economy and should, therefore, not dictate

the exchange rate.

The auction has indeed given many large
companies better access to forex.  But

analysts have warned that should the official
exchange rate maintain its artificial stability,
while the black market premium widens,

inflation could once again become resurgent.

Items in this issue of the FLAG have been selected from news coverage of
Zimbabwe, with some comment on the situation. Most of the articles have been
shortened. Sources, where known, are given.
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UK minister confuses
Zambia with Zimbabwe at
KK’s funeral
The Guardian, 4 July 2021

James Duddridge read out a message from
the Queen before describing Kaunda as a
“great man, an African hero, and a highly
respected friend of the United Kingdom who
helped end apartheid in South Africa and
was firmly committed to the Commonwealth.”
He continued: “Today the United Kingdom
mourns Dr Kaunda’s passing alongside his
family, the people of Zimbabwe and indeed
the wider world.”

James Duddridge, the UK’s minister for
Africa, a Conservative MP who last year was
appointed as minister with responsibility for
Africa at the Foreign, Commonwealth and
Development Office, was among the
speakers at the event along with regional
leaders such as Cyril Ramaphosa, Emmerson
Mnangagwa and Uhuru Kenyatta.

Air Zimbabwe resuscitation
scandal explodes
New Zimbabwe, 7 July 2021

Harare - Efforts to resuscitate the troubled
national flag carrier, Air Zimbabwe (AirZim),
are effectively dead in the water after the
exposition by the Office of the President and
Cabinet (OPC) of a systematic plot to frustrate
its revival involving senior government
officials and players in the dog-eat-dog
aviation industry, fresh details show.

The OPC early this year instituted an
investigation into the affairs of AirZim
following reports of underhand dealings by
senior officials from the Transport Ministry,
the Civil Aviation Authority (CAAZ) and
the parastatal’s axed administrator, Reggie
Saruchera, who are now being accused of
deliberately finishing off the airline ... to
promote the interests of a competing private
entity, Fastjet Zimbabwe Limited (Fastjet) at
AirZim’s expense. In return, CAAZ was

supposed to authorise Fastjet to ply the
routes that had been marketed by AirZim, a
move which sources said could have been
the final nail in the national carrier’s coffin.

Zimbabwe’s new biggest
banknote worth just $0.60
eNCA , 7 July 2021

Harare - Zimbabwe’s central bank
announced the introduction of a new 50-
dollar note, the country’s highest
denomination, worth only around $0.60 in
US currency. Insufficient to pay even for a
loaf of bread, the bill’s entry into circulation
has revived memories of hyperinflation seen
more than a decade ago in the southern
African nation. US dollars had been used
since 2009, when the country trashed its
own worthless units after hyperinflation
reached 500 billion percent.

Diamonds worth US$140m
vanish
New Zimbabwe, 14 July 2021

Rough diamonds worth an estimated
US$140 million dollars have disappeared
from the supposedly impenetrable Minerals
Marketing Corporation of Zimbabwe
(MMCZ) and Zimbabwe Consolidated
Diamond Company (ZCDC) repositories.
The diamonds weighed 350 000 carats.
According to previous auctions,
Zimbabwean diamonds normally fetch about
US$400 per carat, although this can rise to
as much as US$12 000 per carat. Auditor-
General Mildred Chiri, in her report for 2019
which was recently released, revealed that
both the MMCZ and ZMDC cannot account
for up to 350 000 carats of diamonds which
were kept in their vaults. Looting of the
strategic resource, often involving senior
bureaucrats and other influential people,
remains rampant.

Zimbabwe to forcibly
vaccinate all civil servants
VoA , 20 July 2021

Government departments in Zimbabwe
have been directed to reduce the number of
people going to work and ensure that all civil
servants are vaccinated amid an upsurge in
COVID-19 cases nationwide. In a circular
dated July 19, 2021, and copied to all heads
of line ministries and government
departments, Public Service Commission
(PSC) secretary Ambassador J.
Wutawunashe,... indicated that they should
reduce the number of staff going to work
from 40 to 10 percent for all line ministries,
departments and agencies with the exception
of the Ministry of Health and Child Welfare
and designated critical services.
Wutawunashe said all civil servants are
considered to be front line workers as
indicated by the health authorities.  As a
result, “… Heads of ministries are therefore
directed to ensure that all civil servants
under their jurisdiction are vaccinated.” But
some independent health experts said it was
unconstitutional for the government to force
civil servants to be vaccinated.

Zimbabwe warning sparks
vaccination rush
AFP, 19 July 2021

A warning in Zimbabwe that people will
face restrictions if they are not fully
immunised against Covid-19 sparked a rush
to vaccination sites struggling to meet
surging demand. Pressure has piled up on
the already buckling system since the
government late last month declared that
only fully vaccinated vendors would be
allowed to trade at tobacco and cotton
markets. President Emmerson Mnangagwa
warned at the onset of the vaccine rollout
that those who refused the shots would lose
out on some public services.

Biggest Chinese bank
ditches R43bn Zim deal
Fin 24, 30 June 2021

Harare - China’s biggest bank dumped a
plan to finance a $3 billion (around R43
billion) coal-fired power plant in Zimbabwe.
Industrial and Commercial Bank of China
(ICBC) won’t fund the 2 800-MW Sengwa
coal project in northern Zimbabwe, according
to a June 18 email seen by Bloomberg. ICBC
described Sengwa as a “bad plan due to
environmental problems”.  Climate activists
say the [mining] company will struggle to
find another funder.

Government halts Chinese
mining activities in game
reserve
New Zimbabwe, 28 July 2021

Government departments implicated in
granting Chinese firm, Afrochine, a
controversial special mining grant inside
Mavuradona Game Park were on Monday
summoned for a crisis meeting in which they
traded blame, leading to government
suspending the company’s operations. The
meeting, held in Harare, was attended by
executives from the ministry of Mines, the
Environmental Management Agency (EMA),
National Museums and Monuments of
Zimbabwe (NMMZ), Muzarabani and
Guruve Rural District Councils (RDCs) ...
unanimously agreed the Chinese company
should immediately fold operations.

Chief Chiweshe accused government
officials of being bribed to ensure Afrochine
gets approval to mine in Mavuradonha
Wilderness. He told journalists of wide
gaping holes being left by the Chinese were
no longer a danger only to animals and the
environment but humans as well. He
expressed concern they were neither
respecting local traditions or laws governing
mining not just at Mavuradonha Wilderness
but across the country.
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